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IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER

Gustav Holst
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From the composer of The Planets comes this belov
Music magazine poll, this lesser-known tune i
composers. This lush setting features all sections o

Gustav Holst composed his Ad e Bleak er” in 1905 at the request of Ralph Vaughan

Williams for inclusion in t ymmzl of 190 Words were taken from a poem of the same

name by the 19"-Century hristina ti. Rossetti wrote this poem in 1871 for a Christmas
edition of Scribner’s “Holst’s tune i n'ds “Cranham,” after a village in Gloucestershire where

i i ere that he Wote the music. The house is now called “Midwinter Cottage”
t0 commemorage ce its creation it has become a cherished Christmas carol, performed and

ic’s greatest a In 2008, the BBC Music magazine polled the world’s 51 leading

s to ﬁnd 0 Christmas carols of all time. “In the Bleak Midwinter” came in
at nu ou % is little-known holiday gem.
tered the pant of carols like “Joy to the World” and “Silent Night,” this subtle offering,
its si and hu e character can be summed up in the final verse of the hymn:
What can I give him, poor as I am?

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;

If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;

0 Yet what I can, I give him: give my heart.

The Mof this arrangement quotes “The First Noel” as a way to underscore Rossetti’s text and its
description of the first Christmas. “The First Noel,” also an English carol, coincidentally was published the
same year as Rossetti’s poem.
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Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-
speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.




2 In the Bleak Midwinter

CONDUCTOR SCORE Gustav Holst
Duration - 4:00 Arranged by Brendan McBrien
Affettuoso (J=74)
—f 4 n v .
I T \ : f |
& /
) -~
Violins mf’
H
II ;E ,,E 4 o :
L] d < <
H
Lk
Viola -4 —
ey ’ [
mf
, ™
Cello %' = e
mf
, ™
String Bass )4 A % =z = ] = o

.
\
3
3
N
Y

y a0
{eS 7 ] —
\Q\) iV | j—
Vlns.
v
]
! / =
v
! — | |
]
- P o :
4
- T
Cello # 2 =
T
. ™ ™
o o ~
Str. Bass D aia = =
IS =
4 5 6 7
3
Copyright © 2013 by Highland/Etling Publishing, ",
a division of Alfred Music Publishing Purch Il-lencth
40468S All rights reserved. Printed in USA. pebﬁ}gr,ifn‘jf L,’.ewe,.'fﬁ,ig /

alfred.com/downloads



[,

)

hal

(@]

T
L]

[ J

.
hdl N2}

)
Ml - I0Y

Vins.

Vla.

Cello

Str. Bass

Vlns.

Str. Bass

16

15

14

13

12

40468S



Vins.

Vla.

Cello

Str. Bass

)
Ml - 0Y

-~

Vlns.

Str. Bass

2%

23

22

21

40468S



ar)
”

o
2}

.

raY
).
A

hdl N30}

.

) Ay

Vins.

Vla.

Cello

Str. Bass

Vins.

I

Str. Bass

33

32

31

30

40468S



O

Vins.

Str. Bass

41

40

39

38

40468S



!

48

I1L|

47

46

45

-~

Str. Bass

40468S



arco

R

L
i~ ~
0 i o
[ )
\
\
\
- Q
Q
\ [\ Wr \}
N . N - e
Cre Ge : N
|
)

Vins.

Vla.

Cello

Str. Bass

52

|-
—

o 2

(@)

Vins.

II

Cello

Str. Bass

57

56

55

54

53

40468S



Vins.

Vla.

Cello

Str. Bass

Vlns.

Str. Bass

40468S

M

II

N
NI

N

A

e

N2

cresc.
™ V
D)
.'_F—' * ——J
[ — =
cresc.
V - — - £
D ) p— I — — { F
——— - ——
= e
y_ [—
- f cresc.
H
- D } &
—_— f cresc.
62 63 64 65



10

w f_

ERY

g ﬁh._ =¥

=9 \ \
IC 7 \ f L f =19 f =9 f Y

B Sasy Sa 4r. rZ. Ll.

o ||| L)
“ | L)

( [ . -
! . \] V)
LY BEN .

o
LY YA L) N
el |
"/ L)
cwl xR ey R ciR e \ R
o
\' '
o .
| |

(11

|.nz, ﬁfu— Fb )

\ & h_.. m\d nnp .M ..mb
4@ G_ ¢ |,

g

4 . o ==

= s = X

> > &) 7

70

69

68

67

66

(@]

(@)

(@)

>_p

——— | P

—— | P

o ———d\mp

mf

o= mp

-

15

_—— |mp

mf

Vins.

Via.

Cello

Str. Bass

—— mp ——  p
n 72

mf

74

73

40468S











