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The Arranger

Andrew Balent is a leading composer and arranger of e
over 500 published compositions and arrangements f
and instrumental ensembles. Having received over 20
composition, his published works are wri
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and Master of Music degrees from the
been a clinician and guest conductor in 4
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The Compo

Claude Debussy,
bardment of Paris, France. Golliwogg’s
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Cakewalk is i 'Idrg%r er Suite for piano composed during

th ars 19 is daughter 'Chouchou who died at the
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About t usic

Style is ime importance for this ragtime-style piece. Tempo must not be too
should perform with rhythmic accuracy, and playing at a quick

fast:
témpowill make this more difficult. Carefully observe articulation markings and
en e balance.
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Overview

by Deborah A. Sheldon

Golliwogg’s Cakewalk is a work that uses a style of music that was prevalent in the late 1800s. The cakewalk
is a dance that originated among African-American slaves in the United States. The music became popular
across the country, and its style became intertwined with ragtime. Syncopation is a trademark.

Bars

Section

Comments

1-9

Introduction

The typical cakewalk syncopation JJ3J7 is stated stron
from the beginning of the introduction. Help the
an even tempo that is not too fast by avoiding exc
subdivision. Give a good downbeat at bar 3 to invite
performance of the sixteenth note pattern fo ing the
gesture small and crisp at 6 to reinforce li
Dynamics at 6 move to p.

17-25

d is first statedrat

other voices ing’light
bass clari§ aritone

The melody is characterize
a mf level in the upper wo
staccato eighths. Bass line
saxophone. Keep the spirit @ ght. Students,should give
accents emphasis but not so 0 drag the t . Articulation
is important to style. Caution players to b accidentals.
Dynamics drop t at 14 but move bac at 16. The second
statement of the t e begins at 18. Textureis thicker with more
voices playi f the ensemble accompanies.
Even though % J: the piece should always
retain i p the melody in the second
half of t

s an cussion only play here. Full
%ﬁ a 2-bar crescendo. Cue the entrance.

ion’to accidentals so harmonic movement
is required at bar 25.

26-44

axophones, cla d snare state a very simple repeated eighth
tern to semac ground for new melodic material in the trumpets
28. Dissen n this pattern gives way to resolution as saxophones
mov rd tone at 30. Punctuation in flutes, oboes, mallets and
triangl ould be given a light cue at 29. The melody and accom-

pEiment figures remain soft throughout this section. Cue long tones

The entrance must be soft, with confidence and good tone
ty. The JJ3JJ fragment is heard at 34 in lower voices as it moves

there is a return to material found previously at 28. A more aggressive
section occurs at 42 with a return of material derived from the
opening bars.

q
: eequentially downward. Each iteration should get a bit softer. At 38

The light and subdued “boom-chick” sound heard previously returns
at 45 in transparent scoring that provides stark contrast to the powerful
ending at 50. Crisp articulation by all players will keep the section
clean. Don’t rush the final note.
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Approx. Performance Time = 1:13

GOLLIWOGG’S CAKEWALK

CLAUDE DEBUSSY
Arranged by
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