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Franz Schubert

This Serenade was written by Franz Schubert and compiled into a collection called the Schwanengesang 
(Swan Songs). Unlike his other song cycles, this collection of pieces is inspired by and written using the poems
of two poets, Ludwig Rellstab and Heinrich Heine. The Serenade belongs to a poem by the former which has 
been translated as:

My songs beckon softly
through the night to you;
below in the quiet grove,
Come to me, beloved!

The rustle of slender leaf tips whispers
in the moonlight;
Do not fear the evil spying
of the betrayer, my dear.

Do you hear the nightingales call?
Ah, they beckon to you,
With the sweet sound of their singing
they beckon to you for me.

They understand the heart's longing,
know the pain of love,
They calm each tender heart
 with their silver tones.

Let them also stir within your breast,
beloved, hear me!
Trembling I wait for you,
Come, please me!

This piece, being a song, should be performed in a singing style. Emphasis should be placed on connecting 
phrase fragments to create a more complete melodic line. Although there are many  different possible natural 
slurs that are possible in the piece, the performer should use a legato tonguing style for a more consistent and 
even sound throughout.
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