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At Dawn’s Valor was conceived as a musical tribute to the extraordinary courage and sagrifice of the soldiers who pa in the D-Day invasion. The Anne Arundel
Community College Concert Band, under the guidance of conductor Paul Dembowski, ¢ issioned this composition to the 80th anniversary of the pivotal battle.
In crafting this piece, the composer drew inspiration from the poignant story of Pa her's service in the D-Day invasion.
Hailing from rural West Virginia, his grandfather's narrative provided a deeply, ful connection %istorical event. The concept also resonated with the
composer because his grandfather also fought in the D-Day initiative. This i S narratives adds profound significance to At Dawn’s

Valor. The goal of this composition is to not only pays tribute to the bravery o msical reflection of the shared experiences and sacrifices

that connect across generations. P

The composition unfolds with a slow and solemn in uctlon t anticipation t Ned the monumental day. As the music progresses, a powerful and
dramatic central theme emerges, utilizing brass a cussion convey a pr se of urgency, determination, and heroism—attributes embodied by
the soldiers who confronted the challenges of D-Day.

NOTES T TOR

At the beginning, ensure that there are and all stagger at create a more controlled sound.

At measure 20, the beat 4 sixteenth start softer and crescendo to help drive the phrasing.

note passage
Rehearsal 65 should noticeab empo to build |ntens

At measure 84, emph all dy o articulations t@en the energy and drive the piece toward its conclusion.

ble enjoy working on iecg. Please visit my composer page at rwsmusic.com to connect! mﬁ:‘”vé” %7747?

\ ABOUT THE COMPOSER

7 &rector of Music at Stevenson University. He holds a Ph.D. in Music Education from Temple University and degrees in percussion
perfo @ music education, and music composition from The Peabody Institute of the Johns Hopkins University. His original compositions
:ﬁ nts have been performed internationally and are recognized by ASCAP. In addition to composing, Mark is a concert band editor for

rl
%Aus the brass arranger for the Reading Buccaneers Drum and Bugle Corps, collaborates with military ensembles and the Baltimore Ravens
ing Band, and has toured with The Dallas Brass and the Phantom of the Opera musical. He also adjudicates, lectures, and conducts honor bands,
orchestras, and community ensembles throughout the mid-Atlantic region.
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