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Felix Alexandre Guilmant

Alexandre Guilmant (1837-1911) was born in France as a son of an organ player. Though he was largely
self-taught, he became a versatile musician. He traveled to Russia and the USA, as well as to several
European countries to give organ recitals which were very well received. He published several books on
interpretation and improvisation and published many collections of his own organ compositions. In 1901 he
was awarded an honorary doctorate at Manchester University. Guilmant was one of the first French
composors who used Gregorian chant as thematic material in his work.

Originally called Paraphrase on a Chorus from Judas Maccabaeus, this transcription from organ to brass
quintet, organ and percussion is a natural one. The full brass sonority is very organ-like and the entire
ensemble has various moments to shine.

The percussion was added by the arranger and can be omitted if not available.
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