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Various Composers

A madrigal is a form of poetry and music which originated in Italy during the 14th century. It was sung by
various numbers of unaccompanied voices. In 1588, a collection of Italian madrigals was published in
England which paved the way for the English form of madrigal. They are often either lyrical songs about
love or something sad or playful songs about joy, celebration or just plain having fun (tra la la la).

In this suite there are two lyrical pieces, The Silver Swan and My Heart to Thee Now Makes its Plea and a
fun, energetic madrigal, Now is the Month of Maying.

These pieces can be performed as a set or one could be played alone or matched with other arrangements of
madrigals.
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NOW IS THE MONTH OF MAYING (Thomas Morley)
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