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In publishing a work of this kind, it is of prime importance to take into consideration the 
value of its material from an instructive viewpoint. With this fact established, it would be to 
the advantage of those concerned if the method were given a rigid test with various students, 
in advance of its acceptance for publication. However, such a test by the publisher would prac-
tically be impossible because it would entail an extremely involved and lengthy process; 
whereas, if the author of an instructive work were to submit it to an actual test in manuscript 
form he would soon realize, whether or not, it contained the proper informative and instruc-
tive material necessary to eventually prove its worth. Apropos, w~ believe THE MODERN 
TROMBONIST is the first trombone method ever given a thorough test. before publication, 
by its author. 

Tommy Dorsey, during his adolescent years. had learned to play, to a certain degree, 
many of the various instruments in his father's band. One day at an important concert, through a 
strange coincidence, when the featured trombone soloist failed to appear, Dorsey senior pre-
vailed upon his illustrious son, Tommy, to substitute for the missing soloist. After much per-
suasion on his father's part. Tommy finally, though reluctantly, agreed to the substitution. As a 
result, Tommy not only gave a splendid performance but he also immediately resolved to con-
tinue his studies of the trombone, in a serious way; in other words, mastery of the trombone 
was paramount in his mind. He therefore set himself the arduous task of developing a con-
crete system of study by means of which any serious minded student could, within a reason-
able period of time. become a proficient performer. Tommy Dorsey, although having had a 
considerable amount of practice and playing experience, thus far, was not quite satisfied with 
his progress. He realized that, in order to complete his musical education, he would be compelled 
to follow a definite plan of study. This plan, consisting of carefully written exercises, ulti-
mately became the nucleus of THE MODERN TROMBONIST. 

In view of the changes which have taken place in music, within the past few years, it was 
quite essential for Tommy Dorsey to revis_e and enlarge his original work; then, too, through 
his varied experiences with his own band, he has absorbed many of the finer points of profes-
sional work which he has included in this method-bringing it up-to-date. 

THE MODERN TROMBONIST is an extremely comprehensive method complete in every 
detail. It takes the student from the very beginning, step by step, through a systematic course 
of lessons, up to and including difficult technical studies for the advanced player. In preparing 
this book for publication, special consideration was given to the text; every deta11. no matter 
how small. is explained in simple, understandable language, so that any student of average 
intelligence will immediately be able to grasp the meaning of any phrase or sentence. All 
of the illustrations accompanying the text in the beginning of the book were posed by Tommy 
Dorsey. personally. Each picture is an accurate representation of exactly what Tommy intended 
to portray to the student. 

Tommy Dorsey's exquisite style and keen musicianship can, undoubtedly, be attributed to 
the enormous amount of time and thought he has devoted to the studies in this book. Therefore. 
it is only reasonable to-conclude that any equally conscientious student can also carve a niche 
for himself in the music profession, by stringently following the advice and suggestions given 
here by so eminent an authority on trombone culture as Tommy Dorsey. • 

THE PUBUSHERS 

• 
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The student is advised to stand while practicing, in order to allow the body absolute freedom. 
The trombonist, who is striving for public recognition, must bear in mind that in addition to using a beautiful 

well polished instrument, he must also be immaculate in appearance and his stance must be natural - not forced. 

Left hand gripping trombone. 

Illustration 1 

Standing posture (front view) . Standing posture (side view). 

Illustration 2 Illustration 3 
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ELEMENfARY PRINCIPLES OF MUSIC 
Music is the effect produced by the combination of time and sound; or, in other words, of duration and j1itch. 
Music is written on a ladder-like arrangement called a staff. This staff consists of a series of five parallel hori-

zontal lines, with their spaces. 
Short auxiliary lines, called Leger lines, may be added either above or below the staff, in order to extend its com-

pass. The spaces between the leger lines are «;ailed Zeger spaces. 
3_4 Leger lines 
2-~ and spaces 

Li:e_s_. ____ 1 __ 1_ab_o_T_e_t_h_e_s_t_a_ff_. ______________ S~paces. 
4 The Staff. 1----------------------3 

2 2 
1 1 

1- 1 Leger lines 
• 2 d 2- 3 an spaces 

. 3- 4 below the staff. 

A vertical line drawn throµgh the staff is called a bar. The strong or down beat always falls on the note imme-
diately following a bar. 

The space between two bars is called a measure. 
The completion of a musical phrase or sentence is indicated by a double bar, consisting of two light vertical lines. 

The end of a composition is indicated by a double bar, consisting of one light line and one heavy line. Dotted double 
bars, called repeat marks, indicate that the strain between two such marks is to be reoeated. 

Bar. Bar. 

I 
! ......... Measure .......... ! 

Double 
bar. 

11 
End of 
strain. 

Example 
Double 

bar. 

11 
End of 

composition. 

At the end of a strain, t~ere sometimes occurs one or more endings, as follows: 

1 12 
(ts_t ending) 

I ·11 
c2n_!i ending) 

II 
The above endings might contain any number of measures. After repeating the strain, the second ending is to 

be substituted for the first ending. 
The duration of rhythmical sound is represented by the shape of characters called notes. There are seven kinds 

of notes employed in modern music, as follows: 

Notes 
Whole. Half. Quarter. Eighth. Sixteenth. Thirty - secoµd. 

<> J j, j 
(The stems of the various notes may be turned upward or downward.) 

Each note has its equivalent rest which represents silence, as follows: 

Whole. 

... 
Half. 

---

Rests 
Qu;,.rter. Eighth. Sixteenth. Thirty-second. 

I ., 1 t 
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LJ 
CHART 

Illustrating the Notation for the Harmonic Series of Tones 
in each of the Seven Positions of the Slide Trombone. 

1s_t Position 
-------··· n=~ 1 o / 0 

Bb F 

A 

3r_d Position I~ !3 
~----.......... 9: I& .. I &,, 

Ab Eb Ab C Eb Gb 

4th Position ..0.. ..0.. 

9· I I 
,, <> --·-----.... 0 

0 

G D G B D F G Fx Cx Fx Ax Cx E# Fx 

19 

H 

j #~ 
I 10 I *0 I -- I I ff 

Fi C# E F# 

J.10 ~.o.. ff~ I 1° IX(• I' I I II 
5t_h Position .ll. --'2· I I 

0 
I 

0 

I II#--I 1° --------·•· ti.) 
0 

F C F A C Eb F E# B# E# Gx B# D# E# 

7tp. Position .il. ---I# .. <> ---.... -.... 9: 
I I II~ l&o 0 - 0 

~~-- ~ll. 

I ~0 ,~ 0 I --- I - , - H 

E B E G# B D E F~ Cb 

*)CHROMATIC SCALE 

E (Fl,) 
q: _,, 

._(l,o) 
Positions: 7 

C#(Db) D 
ju(~.,) J (ij)o 

F 

I (~)o 
6 

F# (Gb) G 

I u(~.) I (~,lo 
5 4 

5 4 3 2 1 

cj (Db) D D# (Eb) E (Fb) 

#--<b~) (~)~ jn.(b .. ) (~)-(bs.) 

I I I I 
3 2 1 3 2 

I 

G#(Ab) A A# (Bb) B (Cb) C 

I f0 (ho) l(q:)o I .... (~.) I (\lo(i,c,) I <~)o 1 
3 2 1 7 6 

5 4 3 2 1 4 

F F# (Gb) G G~(Ab) A 
(q)ll. #u(b~? (~)-- 1--<b~) (ql_~ 

I I I I H 
1 3 2 1 2 1 

.,u This scale is not intended for practice purposes; it is gi'l'en here merely to illustrate the practical 
tonal compass of the trombone. 

Completp information concerning the chromatic scale; together with exercises, will be found in Les-
son 27, p. 64. 
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Ex.I F 1 1 
y:Gh •~ e - 0 "" 

Ex.II Bh 1 1 
!)=p& ·~ - -0 e 

Ex.III --------------!)= ~& ·~ 0 I e I 0 I pp .f.f PP 
Ex.IV 
_2~l, c I I 0 0 fl ....____ JJ'------- PP PP 
Ex.V :::,. :::,. :::,. :::,. 

:J= ·~ r r I j j I r r I j :::,. :::,. :::,. 

Ex.VI :::,. :::,. :::,. :::,. 

.:,: c j r I j r I r J I r :::,. :::,. :::,. 

Ex.VII Bh 1 1 0 0 ~= p, •~ - -
Ex.VIII ------- - ..___ 
.9: ~& •~ 0 I O I O I 

pp--==== ff=====-- pp 
Ex. IX :::,. :::,. :::,. 1 p :::,. :::,. 
,= w, •~ r r I r 1 - 1 c r 1 ° 

Ex.X 
y:p,c, j 

:::,. :::,. :::,. 1 :::,. r r 0 r I I I - I j 

I 

j 
:::,. 

J 
:::,. 

:::,. 

:::,. :::,. :::,. r :::,. r :::,. 

j I r I j r I r :::,. :::,. 

Ex.XI :::,. 

21 

1 1 
0 - 0 - e II 

1 1 - - II 0 0 0 

1 ~------- I I O I 0 II 
pp ff pp 

1 - I I I II 0 0 0 
pp~ ;f.f-- - pp 

:::,. :::,. @r I r r I j j I E - I :::,. :::,. -=::: ::::::.-

:::,. :::,. 4f5JJt I J r I r j I $ - II 
:::,. :::,. -===== =-

1 1 0 0 0 - - I II 
1 - ----------~-------

0 I o I o 
11 

pp .f.f PP 
1 :::,. :::,. :::,. :::,.,,..-..._ 

I f r I r [ I O I r E • II 
:::,. :::,.,,..-..._ :::,. F2 :::,. :::,. 0 ,,. r IC r IJ rt If! -II === ==--- :::,.~=== 

:::,. :::,. :::,. i>~r 

Ex.XII :::,. :::,. :::,. :::,. :::,. :::,. :::,. 

.2: w," r r I ! r I f ! 1 r r I f r I l r 1 2t2LJ i - 1 
.Q.. 1 .Q.. -

Ex.XIV 

tt: r 1' I I I 
pp .f.f pp 

1 - I 

1 .o. 1 _Q_ 

- I I -
---------.n .0. --- .Q.. 

pp j.f 

II 

I pp 
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Ex.XIV 
Moderato r· gr f :,:1,~., r· I #r r -&- r r g I r r I I I r 0 r r 

mP 1 2 1 " 3 2 3 3 4 4 3 2 4 6 

.?1,~ e c I ~r r I r r Ii I J r r F I r j 
1 2 3 . 3 1 4 3 6 4 3 4 1 2 

....___...., . 
1 ...............• 

II 
LESSON 7 

7~h POSITION ..9=#1#• C I O I .. I ii <> - II 
E B E G# B 

The exercises from I to VI, inclusive, are written in the key of E major which has four sharps (F#, C#, G# and D#) 
in its signature. Those exercises are to be played in the 7th-position which is a distance of 4¼ inches beyond the 6th posi-
tion. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PRACTICING 
EXERCISE II. The low E, in this exercise, is the lowest tone in the natural register of the trombone. This tone requires 
a very loose lip and a long stroke of the tongue. Hold the mouthpiece firmly to the lips, so as to be sure that no air escapes 
at the corners of the mouth. 

Play all of the first six exercises in the 7th position, regardless of the fact that a few of the notes can also be played 
in other positions. 
EXERCISES VII, VIII, IX, X, XI and XII. These exercises are based on the chromatic scale which is the most difficult 
scale to execute on the trombone, especially in a rapid tempo. You are advised to practice these exercises in a very 
slow tempo, using only the positions that are indicated below the notes. Later on, as explained in the foot note, p. 19, 
you may take up the study of the entire chromatic scale, utilizing all of the alternative positions. 
ExERcisEs XIII and XIV. All seven positions are made use of in these exercises. 

Practice slowly, and sustain each note its full value. 
Now, since you have had exercises in all seven positions, it is suggested that you review them before continuing 

the lessons in this book. 
The instructions, given with each lesson, are extremely important. Do not scan them in a haphazard manner, but 

study them diligently before applying them to the various exercises. 

Ex.I B 1 1 1 1 
y:ii##" - - - - II 0 0 0 0 0 

Ex.TI E 1 1 1 1 ,.## •• , - - - - II 
-&- -&- -&- --&- ,e. 

Ex.III E 1 1 1 1 ,.,# • ., ,, .. II - Ci - Ii - ii 11 

Ex.IV Gf B 

.9:###. ,, II <> II II II II II 
0 0 

-&-

Ex.V (fr[ Q ·flt yfi•1? ,. #### ,, ffi t - I t - I F I ' - II 
Ex.VI >- >- >->- >- >- t >- t >- r >- >- >-
y:§#•" j V I J r I r I r I r I J r I J F I j. J 11 >- >- >-

>-
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Ex. X Moderato· , • , .p. f , , 
y:-" II= r r·, IF r I F r F I L F Ir E r IL L I F r p I r· ' I 

j 

,tw r r r I r r • 1 r r r I r r' 1 r r· F I r r' 1 r t P ir-i =I 
LESSON 14 

INTRODUCING THE C MAJOR SCALE 
For the C major scale, no key signature is indicated. No sharps or flats are necessary in the construction of this 

scale. 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR PRACTICING 

EXERCISE I. Notice the alternative positions indicated for F, A and upper C. Practice this C major scale by employing the 
positions most convenient for you. 

Memorize the C major scale. 
EXERCISE II. The notes of the C major triad (C, E and G) are used throughout this exercise. The upper Eis best played 
in the 2nd position. 

Attack each note forcefully. 
EXERCISE III. An interval study. Both notes in measures 3, 5, 7, 9, 11 and 13 are to be taken in the 6th position. 
EXERCISES IV and V. Accent the first note in each measure; play all the other notes softly. 
EXERCISE VI. Play the staccato notes with a short, crisp attack. 

Keep a steady, even tempo. 
EXERCISES VII and VIII. Observe the tied notes and time signatures. 
EXERCISES IX and X. These two melodies differ greatly as to style; therefore, when you practice them, bear in mind the 
tempo marks, dynamics, _etc. 
Ex.I c 
:,: C, II 

6 

Ex. VI 

Ex.VII 
Count: 1 y: j 

y: J 

2 r 
r 

c· C B 
D E F G A f ~- o A G F E D C 

8 I II I 8 I II I 8 I • I I -; I I j 8 f 11 8 I II I 8 I II II 
6 

3, etc. rfTt fT? I F r I r I r r r I r r l J ' I 
I F r I r r I r r r f ] r r F I r r I 

j ' 11 
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31323123 

F Minor (Melodic) 

4313421 
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LESSON 30 
SLURRED HARMONICS 

The mstrucuons in the playing of legato passages and slurred harmonics, given in previous lessons, have already 
acquainted the student with this style of tonguing; however, this lesson and the following one are devoted entirely to 
lip slurs which must be perfected, before the student can realize his ambition as a finished performer. 

A slur, whether it is in a scale, a melodic passage or natural harmonic intervals, is not as easy to execute on the 
slide trombone as it is on a valved instrument, such as a trumpet. On the trombone, the difficulty of slurring is due to 
the fact that the slide must be moved very rapidly to its given position, while executing a legato passage; when slurring 
an interval in any given position, the lips alone are made use of. In either case, of course, breath control is extremely 
important. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PRACTICING 
This entire lesson is to be played in the 1st position. 
Remember to attack only the first note in each slurred group. The remaining note or notes are produced with the 

lips. The syllabic formula, in producing the slurred intervals, is as follows: Ascending, TOO-EE; descending, TEE-OO. 
The attack on the first note of each slur should be made with a quick stroke of the tongue; then, during the proc-

ess of slurring, the breath should be well controlled, so that there is no interruption in the smooth effect of the slur. 
The pr~ctice models should only be applied to the first four exercises. These models serve to create a greater flex-

ibility of the lips and surety of tone. 
After you have learned this lesson in the 1st position, in which it is written, review it in all the other positions, 

beginning with the 2nd pasition and continuing through the 7th position. 

Ex.I 
... =l ,.......... J,ZJ I:'. 

I r. t I 
I:'. 

I r· t II 
Ex. III 
, f,~" 

,,,--
IF f 

I:'. r· t 11 I 
Ex.IV 

, f,~ " 

,,------. t ,,------. ,,------. . ,,------. ,..._,_ ;-----.,_ ;-----.,_ r., 

f if f 1£ f if f 1f f 1f f 1f f 1f II 
Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4 

" 
ra-ira-i'37~ 

Jr7? Ii f ff p L Rf II ffl_fP $911 J!lf 1'J JJ JJ gl? I 
Ex.V 

" 
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Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 

,t&~bu t B t rd 11 El t CJj 11 OJ c.-==r::, 1 

Modell Model2 Model3 

!fM," [) i @ J 11@] ffl J II itl} f1 J I . ::,.. ::,.. 

Model 4 Model 5 Model 6 

[B} n J II i J e D J n i LJ kr ~J I 
::,.. ::.--' ::,.. ::,.. 
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The glissandos in Exercise VI are all abbreviated. This: method of writing glissandos saves time and space and is 
more legible than the method used in Exercises II, III and IV. 

The two-note glissando (Exercise I) cannot be abbreviated. A grace-note glissando is sometimes abbreviated by 
substituting a small eighth note for the group of small sixteenth notes which precede the large note; in this case, the 
eighth note should be on the same degree as the first note of the group and it should have a slanting stroke through its 
stem and flag. 

It was previously stated that on some instruments certain harmonics (especially the seventh interval in each position) 
must be-humored in order to be intoned correctly. This can very easily be done in a slow movement, or when the tone is 
sustained, but it is rather difficult to humor a "false" tone in a rapid passage; whereas, in a glissando, in which all the inter-
mediate tones are produced, it is not only impossible to humor a tone but it is unnecessary to do so, because any imperfec-
tion in pitch will not be noticed. 

1-2 
2-1 I._ L 2-3 . 

Ex I £'-"- t 4;:::_3 r,t::e 3- 2 ---.. 2 1 1~ 5-6 :? p1 t 1t~f4r1t I H(fr rt trrr r qfi# ~rff\,JlJ ~r)]I I J.1 
7- 6 ~-2 5- 6 7 __,.6 5-6 1-::::::::. 6 

3-4 L 1~ 2~1 .3-4 
1-2 . L 2 3-2 h~i---. 4-3 (r,)i. ¤ r-:. Li--.... • 5-6 .-..... 2-1 P./L q -.,t-J! r, ~• u 1 u ~w w u 5'r1!ittr1 r-1 r1nrr =w~rr =i u =it 1 .._ ~;__., I 

1-2 ___, 5-6 3 2 7-~ 
7-6 -

3---1 3---5 1--3 ,,,,,-:----. 1,, 4--2 4--6 6 2-4 4-- 2 
..,,.. .,_ • ~:!:t- b.. . 4- .,,_ r,1: ~- ~r.-. 
cq r fa I r or I r gr •r I r Ef[!l. uir n r-1 =i= r #r I r 11 

Ex.II 
I 

2-4 

ITT·c~J&O I J. @,r WJf-iJra· f]fii·<Gip]~fl 
'--- 6--4 4--6 

1.---4 

~-1~ 6 

• 
8 3 3 

Ex.IV ,a,., 
L 5 -1 L 5 J 

6-- -2 L- e~====--1 L J 

r s 7 

J J 
1-:::=====:-5 t1rr~·11 

1 6 
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SPECIAL STUDIES 
The following twelve special studies are given here for two definite reasons: first, to provide the student with ·addi-

tional valuable material for developing substantial trombone technique and second, to test the ability of the student in 
regard to the amount of progress he has made, thus far. 

Although somewhat complicated, these studies are not only instructive, but they are unusually interesting, as 
well. They contain no foreign technical matter or markings which might appear· unfamiliar to the student. 

No rules or instructions for practicing are given, because it is understood that the student has had sufficient train-
ing and experience, up to this point, to enable him to read music fairly well at sight. It is advisable to practice these 
studies slowly, until each note with its proper position is memorized. This also applies to the articulation. 

It will be noticed that there is a •Metronome Mark (such as M.M.J= 100) placed at the beginning of each study. 
This mark indicates·the exact tempo in which the study is to be played. This, of course, means that a tempo which is 
set by a. metronome can only be acquired upon mastery of the study. 

At the end of most of the studies, the student is required to review certain previous lessons. This is very important, 
because the lt:ssons in question have a direct bearing on the studies with which they are connected. 

By judiciously practicing these studies, the student will, undoubtedly, have solved most of his technical problems. 

STUDY No.I 

l: ,.........__ . 
=,-,~ -t FEr t 1r rJ? f Ir r61} r Ir J I J fTr J I J r]J J I J r t I r J II 

46 46 46 36 5 6 4....___., 6 3....___., ~. :::,.. 
Review Lesson 36. 

Allegro M.M. J : 152 
STUDY No.II 

:....,./ 
r,tut1trtJ1rt 

:::,.. :::,.. 
a o 1 @ a 1 

,.--...._ ./:.--- . ,. t J t t I t J t cJ-I t r f J #t It 
. ...--..._ 

ara1r!tr1 

• A metronome is a small box-like instrument consisting of a pendulum actuated by clockwork, and having a movable weight by 
which the exact number of vibrations per minute may be determined. 
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Andante moderato 
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COMMENTS ON SOLO PLAYING 
In tr9mbone literature of today, there are a great many solos that are not particularly suited to this instrument. 

This includes solos in two different classes, viz.-those that were carelessly transcribed from trumpet, baritone or 
other valved instrument solos, and those that were written by composers who had little or no knowledge of the 
true characteristics of the trombone. The performance of such solos will never do justice to the trombonist, neither 
will it be very gratifying to the audience. It is a grave mistake to play a solo that is not trombonistic in every respect. 
It is just like transcribing a violin solo for the voice; the singer may be able to produce all the tones used in that par-
ticular violin solo, but the ultimate_ result will not be very effective from the standpoint of true vocalization; neither 
will it be an intelligent imitation of the violin. Therefore, the trombonist must consider a solo from every possible 
angle before he decides to include it in his repertoire; he must also use sound judgment by meticulously selecting the 
most appropriate material-the kind of material that contains the important features which are conducive to a skill-
ful performance. 

The following composition, "The Prince", is an exceptionally effective solo of medium difficulty-one that was 
especially written, not transcribed, for the slide trombone. It is needless to prescribe any hard and fast rules for prac-
ticing "The Prince", because all the necessary tempos, phrasing and various signs for its correct interpretation are 
carefully indicated throughout. There is, however, one point in this connection which might be mentioned and 
that is, the long rest (tutti) periods of seven and- fifteen measures. These rest periods must be counted in strict 
tempo. They are given for the purpose of relaxation by the soloist, and a:re "filled in" by the band supplying the 
accompaniment. 

The student is advised to practice this solo with an aim toward giving it a true artistic rendition. 

THE PRINCE 
POLKA CAPRICE 

TROMBONE SOLO 

pp p 

By 
TOMMY DORSEY 

. . . . 
L--2---1 

t) A Cadenza at.) is an ornamental passage (as a rule written in smalJ notes) introduced to show off 
the skill of the performer; it is usually played ad libitum. 
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