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TO THE DIRECTOR

From the opening piano notes to the dynamic ending, this chart
bristles with excitement and challenges for every player. A solid
sense of time and close attention to articulation markings are key
to a good performance.

The opening piano statement should be crisp and played with a
strong drive. The ensemble work at m. 9 should be easy and con-
trolled. This approach holds true through the opening melodic
statement. Resist the temptation to let the chart get too strong
early on.

The rhythm section parts at m. 33 should be played with the same
attention to articulations as the horns. The brass should play with a
lot of punch throughout this section as well.

The solo section at m. 61 is open, with backgrounds cued as
desired. After the final solo, continue on to the drum solo at m. 93,
which should decrescendo into the horn soli at m. 101. A light,
crisp style in this section will be the most successful.

The D.S. provides another solo section. You may omit the D.S. if
you wish by cutting from m. 132 to m. 141. If you choose this
option, make m. 132 a drum fill and have the ensemble rest on
beat four of that bar. From there the chart should play itself out to
the end.

Doug Beach has built a career that includes performing (trumpet), teach-
ing, adjudicating, publishing and composing. Inspired by his interest in
playing, writing and teaching, in 1975 he established the publishing compa-
ny which bears his name. Three years later, Doug joined the faculty of
Elmhurst College in Illinois as jazz band director; in the years since, his
band has toured Europe often (twice at the invitation of the U.S. State
Department) and has appeared with jazz greats Clark Terry, Diane Schuur,
Louie Bellson, Bobby Shew and others. In great demand as a clinician and
adjudicator throughout the U.S. and Canada, Doug has also been artist-in-
residence on two different occasions for the lllinois Arts Council.
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