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DUCKETT'S GROVE

Duckett’s Grove is an evocative and heartfelt composition for Concert Band, meticulously crafted to depict a romantic journey
that holds personal significance for its dedicatee, the Bartram Trail High School Wind Symphony and their esteemed conductor,
Jason Duckett. The piece, which includes three distinct yet thematically connected songs, tells the story of Mr. Duckett’s romantic
proposal to his wife, Jill, in the enchanting landscapes of Ireland.

The piece was premiered on April 18, 2025, by the Bartram Trail High School Wind Symphony, conducted by Jason Duckett in the
iconic Carnegie Hall.

The work opens with a bold fanfare, setting the stage for an epic narrative filled with passion and adventure. The bardic-style
fanfare serves to open the piece and invites the listener into the vibrant composition Duckett’s Grove, where traditional Irish melodies
intertwine with modern Concert Band techniques.

The journey begins with Follow Me Up to Carlow, an energetic traditional Irish jig that captures the spirit of travel to the iconic
landmark in County Carlow. This movement depicts the Ducketts’ arrival in Ireland, specifically to the historic and picturesque
Duckett’s Grove. The lively rhythms and spirited melodies of the jig evoke the excitement and anticipation of the couple’s adventure.
The audience will almost feel the vibrant energy and hear the bustling sounds of the Irish countryside as the couple embarks on
their memorable journey.

The piece then transitions into Bring Flowers of the Rarest, a Marian hymn composed by Mary E. Walsh in the late 1800s. This
movement is a lush and serene contrast to the preceding jig, representing the moment of the proposal in the breathtaking walled
gardens of Duckett’s Grove. The hymn's gentle and flowing melodies are imbued with a sense of peace and reverence, reflecting
the beauty of the surroundings and the profound significance of the moment, with a dynamic build andmodulation to the climactic

moment—the intimate and heartfelt emotions of the proposal, surrounded by fragrant breezes and § d’s natural beauty.

The final movement, Cooley’s Reel, brings the narrative to ajoyous and celebrato usmn a tlnal Irish reel encapsulates
the festivities following the proposal, with a lively celebration at a pub in the nny The driving thythms and
infectious melodies of the reel, combined with the spirited performance g 0 ert a e an atmosphere of unbridled joy
and exuberance. The inclusion of traditional Irish Percussion instrumen dhr oons enhances the authenticity and
vibrancy of the celebration, leaving the audience with a sense of elation Iﬁllm

Duckett’s Grove is a blend of contemporary Concert Band and tragi 1 Irish m eﬂecting the unique story of Jason and Jill
Duckett’s romantic journey. The piece not only honors thelr I na b also celebrates the rich cultural heritage of
Ireland, bringing it to life through music. Each movement stmct Cter and emotional depth, contributes to a cohesive

and compelling musical experience that will resonate w1t afdmences.

Irish Percuss;j te ther Suggestlons

This piece uses traditional Irish Percussion instri¥gents, su Bodhran (pronounced - bow [like wow], rawn [like yawn])
and Spoons Both instruments are unique an equlre SO ng and practice to play them correctly The technique to play the
Bodhrén is very different from any othEr rd Percus! instrument, as it requires learning to use a mallet with a beater on

both ends. If this technique is too ch or yougsgercussionist to handle, you may want to consider mounting the Bodhran
on a drum stand and playing it with tibutt end Drumsticks.

are made to be a musical instrument and ar cted. There are many of these types of spoons made by Percussion instrument
companies. Here is just one example:

https://www.musicalspoons.ca +

I personally prefer the sound of theSy#oden spoons, but regular ones will work fine as well. It is also acceptable to me for this piece
to use more than one set of spoons if you feel it would enhance the music.

Spoons can also be difficult to manage if you u%z@ar spoons found in your kitchen. T highly recommend purchasing spoons that

The type of rhythmic pattern that I am looking for in the piece can be heard in this video example:
https://youtu.be/lYpzOBpLcls?si=by V8SkMDy6mOX9qE

It is also acceptable if the rhythmic pattern played by the spoons is a bit more improvisatory, if the triplet feel that happens in the
song Cooley’s Reel is maintained.

One more thing, the use of an Irish Whistle, commonly known as Tin Whistle or Penny Whistle, may be used for the Piccolo solo if
you desire to give the piece an even more authentic sound.

Good luck!

It has been my pleasure to have the opportunity to write this piece.  hope you and your students enjoy it and find it useful for your
program.

—Larry Clark
Lakeland, FL 2025
You
&
larryclarkmusic.com larryclarkmusic larryclarkmusic excelciamusicpublishing

Recordings are available on all major streaming services.
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